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MSW Facts and Figures: MSW Disposal Data

Waste Management Practices, 1960-2005
(in millions of tons per year)

1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000* 2005*
Generation 88.1 121.1 151.6 205.2 211.4 223.2 239.5
Recovery for
recycling/composting

5.6 8.0 14.5 33.2 55.0 67.0 76.7

Discards after recovery 82.5 113.0 137.1 172.0 156.4 156.3 162.8

Combustion 27.0 25.1 13.7 31.9 35.5 37.2 38.0
Discards to landfill 55.5 87.9 123.4 140.1 120.9 119.1 124.8
Source: Characterization of MSW in the U.S.: 1998 Update, U.S. EPA, Washington, DC

*Assumes 30% recovery in 2000 and 32% recovery in 2005.

Note: Generation = Recovery for recycling/composting + Discards after recovery.
Note: Total Discards = Amount combusted + Amount discarded to landfill.
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Waste Management Practices, 1960-2005
(as a percent of generation)

1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 2000* 2005*
Generation 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Recovery for
recycling/composting

6.4% 6.6% 9.6% 16.2% 26% 30% 32%

Discards after recovery 93.6% 93.4% 90.4% 83.8% 74% 70% 68%

Combustion 30.6% 20.7% 9.0% 15.5% 16.8% 16.7% 15.9%
Discards to landfill 63% 72.6% 81.4% 68.3% 57.2% 53.3% 52.1%

Source: Characterization of MSW in the U.S.: 1998 Update, U.S. EPA, Washington, DC

*Assumes 30% recovery in 2000 and 32% recovery in 2005.

Note: Generation = Recovery for recycling/composting + Discards after recovery.
Note: Total Discards = Amount combusted + Amount discarded to landfill.
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National Average Tipping Fees in the U.S.
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If you have technical problems using this Web site, please send an e-mail to EPA's OSW Web Site Manager at
Webmaster.OSW@epamail.epa.gov.

URL: http://www.epa.gov/msw/mswdisp.htm
Last Updated: December 10, 1999
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